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Assembly Bill 1350 – Free Youth Transit Passes

 
IN BRIEF 

Assembly Bill 1350 will expand access to free transit 
passes to all Californians aged 18 and under by 
requiring transit agencies to offer free passes to eligible 
users. 
 
BACKGROUND 

In the past few decades, California has been a leader on 
combating global climate change by passing a series of 
landmark legislation aimed at curbing the state’s 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. From establishing 
rigorous private vehicle emissions standards to the cap-
and-trade emissions program, California has sought to 
limit emissions that stifle the most vulnerable 
communities. 
 
In addition to promoting statewide policies that set 
emission targets, California has sought to encourage 
and promote activities that reduce individual 
greenhouse gas emissions such as public transit use. 
According to the U.S. Department of Transportation, 
switching to public transportation from private auto use 
is one of the most effective actions individuals can take 
to reduce their carbon footprint.1 
 
Currently, many transit agencies in California provide 
free or reduced fare transit passes to certain 
populations. The most common programs for free or 
reduced transit passes target youth transit users, with 
most programs requiring proof of registration at either 
a K-12 school district or college program.  
 
Most transit agencies subsidize the free or reduced fare 
programs as part of their existing operating budget, or 
utilize funding from other local or private sources. In 
some instances, transit agencies have developed 
agreements directly with schools in their jurisdictions to 
partner and provide free or reduced passes. For 
example, students at the University of California, 
Berkeley receive a transit pass, which is paid for in part 
by campus and student fees. 

                                                      
1 Federal Transit Administration, “Public Transportation’s Role in 
Responding to Climate Change.” January 2010. 
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/docs/PublicTrans
portationsRoleInRespondingToClimateChange2010.pdf 

 

 
THE PROBLEM 

While there are a variety of transit pass programs that 
target youth populations, many of these programs are 
contingent on school enrollment, or on a means-tested 
basis for low-to-moderate-income youth. If California is 
to meet its GHG emissions goals, young Californians 
must become regular transit users, regardless of income 
or education status. 
 
Existing law authorizes transit agencies to receive 
funding from other sources, including the Low Carbon 
Transit Operations Program (LCTOP), which is funded 
through the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF). 
While LCTOP funds are used for the purposes of 
providing transit passes to student populations, moneys 
allocated by the program must be expended on services 
that increase transit use over the usage rates at the 
time of allocation. Furthermore, LCTOP guidelines waive 
requirements towards minimum expenditures for 
disadvantaged communities if transit agencies use 
LCTOP funding to provide fare subsidies for student 
transit passes. However, program requirements that 
require continuous increases in ridership make the 
program unsustainable in the long-term.  
 
THE SOLUTION 

AB 1350 would require local transit agencies to offer 
free transit passes to individuals age 18 and under in 
order to be eligible for state transportation funds. This 
bill would also require a free youth transit pass to count 
as a full price fare for the purposes of calculating the 
ration of fare revenues to operating costs. 
 
Requiring local transit agencies to offer free transit 
passes to youth riders, regardless of income or 
educational status, removes an additional barrier to 
encourage youth ridership and creating life-long transit 
users. 
 
SUPPORT 

Greenlining (Co-Sponsor) 
Mid-City CAN (Co-Sponsor) 
TransForm (Co-Sponsor) 
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Assemblywoman Lorena Gonzalez, 80th Assembly District 
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